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    For years, the study on party politics has mainly concentrated on studying the 
political parties in Camp Blue and Camp Green, rather than studying the third 
political forces outside the two camps. In recent years, there have been third political 
forces formed beyond the camp Blue and Green .In 2008 Taiwan "legislator" election, 
several new parties under the flags of “third political forces” nominated their 
candidates in the election campaigns under “Single-Constituency-Two-Votes System”, 
whereas in fact, considered as a serious threat to the survival of small parties. Their 
political appeals mainly focused on "Beyond the unification and independence, Blue 
and Green checks and balances." However, it may be questioned whether third 
political forces have much “space” in Taiwan political arena, and whether two-party 
system has a stable root in Taiwan? The research on these questions not only 
contributes to the accurate determination of the Taiwanese political powers in the 
foreseeable future, but also helps adjust the mainland's Taiwan policy, facilitating 
mutual exchanges and common developments in the Straits from both sides. 
This paper uses political space of third political forces as research objects. Based 
on the theory of dialectical materialism and historical materialism, and employing the 
theories of comparative politics, political history and political economics as well as 
their research methods, this paper illuminates the historical flux of party politics in 
Taiwan, and rise and fall of various political forces. Then, based on the combination 
of quantitative and qualitative analysis, this paper discusses the political preferences 
of Taiwanese at the present time and in the foreseeable future, and attempts to analyze 
the trends of party politics in Taiwan, especially the developing trends of the“third 
political forces”. 
Public choice theory is employed to the study of party politics in Taiwan for the 
first time. This paper selects three different dimensions: electoral system, voter 
preferences and preference changes to analyze the number of effective political parties 
under different situation, and then makes the deduction of political space possibly 
gained by third political forces. This paper concludes with the arguments that, under 
current election rules, the third political forces hardly has any other way into the 














of seats of non-constituency-based legislators. From the perspective of electoral 
strategies and lines, if the third political forces want to get certain space in political 
arena, the best options for them is to break through the barrier of “unification or 
independence" and to play down the ethnic identity, which have already become the 
options of KMP and DPP. Moreover, they should timely response to the appeals and 
issues brought about by the voters of new generations, such as issues of economy, 
livelihood and even environmental protection and women. On the other hand, the 
third political forces should make good use of the existing the political chances 
provided by the current “fierce battles” among political forces, and guide the voters to 
have the sense of check-and-balance and the sense of trust to the newly born forces. 
But after all, the effective integration of the third political forces is the premise of 
getting certain space under such complicated circumstances of political arena in 
Taiwan. 
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